PREFIXES, SUFFIXES and COMBINING FORMS

The English language has absorbed Greek and Latin to the extent that numerous
words not familiar to the student can be easily identified by the simple means of
taking the word apart.

Recognition of Greek or Latin stems which may be used with familiar word endings or
be combined to form new words will indicate the definition of the word.

For example:

"gamos" is a Greek term meaning "marriage”

"bi" is a Latin stem meaning "two"

"higamy" may thus readily be translated as "two marriages™ and defined as
"having two wives (or husbands) at the same time".

By learning the meaning of prefixes (stems used at the beginning of a word), suffixes
(stems used at the end of a word), and combining forms (stems that may be
recognized as a part of a word) students can quickly add many words to their
vocabulary. The following list of prefixes, suffixes, and other combining forms will be
helpful in learning the vocabulary.

Prefixes and Combining Forms Appearing as the First Part of a Word

Prefix Meaning

a- not - without

ad- to - toward

amb- both - on both sides
ambi- around - on both sides
an- not - without

ans- again - upward - backward - excessive
andro- male

ant- against - counteracting
ante- before

antero- before - front

anti- against - counteracting
arthro- joint

auto- self

bi- double - twice - two
bili- bile

bio- life
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Prefix Meaning
bi- twice - two
brachio- arm
brady- slow
broncho- bronchi
cardio- heart
centi- hundred - a hundredth
cervico- neck
chole- gall or bile
cholecysto- gall bladder
circum- around
co- together
con- together - with
contra- against - opposite
costo- ribs - a rib
cysto- bladder
de- down - from
dec - deca- ten
deci- tenth
derma- the skin
dermat- the skin
dextro- to the right
di- double - twice - apart from
dorso- back
dys- abnormal - bad - difficult - painful - unlike
electro- relation to electricity
en- in - into - within
endo- within
entero- pertaining to the intestine
eni- in addition to - upon
eoui- equal
eryth- red
ey- out - out of - away from
eyo- outward
extra- outside of - in addition of
fibro- fibers
fore- before - in front of
gastro- stomach
glosso- tongue
i o .



PREFIXES, SUFFIXES and COMBINING FORMS

Prefix Meaning

glyco- sugar

gyneco- female

hem- blood

hemi- half

hemo- blood

hepa- liver

heptato- liver

heredo- hereditary

heya- six

homeo- similarity

homo- same

hydro- water

hyper- above - increased - beyond
hypo- under - decreased
hystero- uterus

ileo- ileum

ilio- ilium

in- in - within - inside - into
inter- between

intra- within

intro- in - within - into

ischio- ischium

iso- equal

juxta- nearness - close proximity
kilo- one thousand

laryngo- the larynx

latero- side

levo- left

marco- big - large

mal- bad - poor

medi- middle

melano- black - dark

meso- middle

micro- small

milli- thousand - a thousandth
multi- many

myelo- spinal cord - bone marrow
myo- muscle

narco- numbness - stupor
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Prefix Meaning

neo- new - recent

neoro- kidney

neu- nerve

neuro nerve

nitro- nitrogen

non- not

oculo- the eye

opthalmeo- eye

opo- juice - serum

ortho- straight - normal - correct
oS- mouth - bone

osteo- bone

oto- ear

pan- all

para- beside - accessory to - apart from - against
path- disease

ped- child or foot

per- by - through

peri- around

pharyngo- . pharynx

phlebo- vein

photo- light

phren- diaphragm or mind
pneumo- air or lungs

pod- foot

poly- much - many

post- after

pre- before

pro- before - for - on account of
pseudo- false

psych- the mind

pyo- pus

quadri- four

radio- radiation

re- back - again - contrary
retro- backward

rhin- nose

roetgeno- roetgen or x-rays

sacro- sacrum
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Prefix Meaning

sarco- flesh

sclero- hard - hardening
semi- half

skeleto- skeleton

sodio- containing sodium
steno- narrowing - constriction
sub- under - beneath
super- above - excess
supra- above

syn- union - together
tachy- fast

tarso- flat of the foot - edge of the eyelids
ter- thrice - threefold
tetra- four

thermo- heat

thyro- thyroid gland

trans- across - over

tri- three

ultra- beyond - excess

un- not - back - reversal
uni- one

uro- urine - urinary organs
vaso- a vessel

ventro- the abdomen

yero- dry

xipho- xiphoid cartilage






